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love, and profound sentiments of humility, adoration, and all virtues ought
we in such holy invisible company to perform this most sacred action I
We should go to it penetrated with fear and respect, as if we were admitted
into the sanctuary of heaven itself and mingled in its glorious choirs.
We ought to behave at it as if we were in paradise, with the utmost
modesty, in silence, annihilating ourselves in profound adoration with the
seraphim and pronouncing every word with interior sentiment and relish.
From prayer we must come as if we were just descended from heaven,
with an earnest desire of speedily returning thither, bearing God in our
souls, all animated and inflamed by him, and preserving that spirit of
devotion with which his presence filled us at prayer.

The following feasts are celebrated on April 14 :

ST BBNEZET, Patron of Avignon, called Little Bennet, a shepherd boy inspired by God to
build a bridge across the Rhone at Avignon. He died when this was accomplished, the work
having occupied seven years : ST CARPUS, Bishop of Thyatira in Asia Minor, PAPYLAS, his deacon,
and AGATHODORUS, his servant, martyrs: SAINTS ANTHONY, JOHN, and EUATACHIUS, martyrs.
They were three noblemen of Lithuania, Anthony and John being brothers: ST JUSTIN MARTYR,
a converted philosopher and notable writer in the second century: BLESSED LEDWINA, virgin,
a lover of pain and poverty, of some of whose miracles Thomas a Kempis was an eye-witness:
SAINTS TIBERTIUS, VALERIAN, MAXIMUS and other martyrs, held in great honour in the Church.
Valerian was espoused to St Cecily.

APRIL 15

ST PETER GONZALES, CONFESSOR, COMMONLY CALLED
ST TELM, OR ELM, PATRON OF MARINERS

(A.D. 1246)

[From Bzovius ad an. 1246 ; the monuments collected by the Bollandists on the I4th of April,
t. ii. p, 389.    See F. Touron, Hommes Illustr. t. i. p. 49.]

THE best historians place the birth of St Peter Gonzales, in Latin
Gonsalvus, in the year 1190 at Astorga, in the kingdom of Leon, in
Spain, where he was descended of an illustrious family. His wonderful
progress in his studies showed him endowed with an extraordinary quick-
ness of parts, and he embraced an ecclesiastical state, though at that time
a stranger to the spirit of disengagement and humility which ought
essentially to accompany it. His uncle, the Bishop of Astorga, charmed
with his capacity, preferred him to a canonry, and shortly after to the
deanery of his chapter. The young dean, free indeed from vice, but full
of the spirit of the world, took possession of his dignity with great pomp;
but in the midst of his pride happened, by a false step of his prancing
horse, to fall into a sink. This was the moment in which God was pleased
to strike his heart. This humiliation made the young gentleman enter
into himself, and with remorse to condemn his own vanity and fondness
of applause, which deserved a much worse disgrace. Opening his heart
to these sentiments of grace, without taking advice from flesh and blood,
he retired to Palencia to learn the will of God in solitude, fasting, and